


Every child should have the chance to plant trees

Please call 0845 108 1428 (charged at local rate) or visit www.treeforall.org.uk for further information
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What to do next

You will need;

Containers to sow your seed

Some compost

A label to mark your seeds

All of these seeds can be planted straight away in a suitable container.This could be a small plant pot,old milk carton or yoghurt
pot for example. Make sure the container has holes in the bottom for drainage.

Fill your container ideally with a mixture of peat free compost and sharp sand (to improve drainage). A pinch of alder, birch or
Scots pine seed can be sown on top of the compost and then covered with a thin layer of sharp sand.Acorns and nuts should
be sown to a depth of approximately one and half times their length in the compost and sharp sand mixture. Make sure the
compost is firmed down.

The pots can left outside over the autumn and winter.You•ll need to ensure the seeds don•t get eaten by mice, birds or squirrels!
Some small gauge chicken wire over the tops of the pots is one method.Also guard against harsh frosts, wind and strong sun.
A shady spot against a house wall is ideal.Write out a label and put in the pot too so you don•t forget what you•ve sown!

How to care for your young trees

When the seeds have germinated in the spring ensure the compost doesn•t dry out too much
but at the same time don•t allow it to get waterlogged.You can weed round the young seedlings
and thin out any weaker ones where you have a number growing in one pot.

Where to plant

When the seedlings have grown into small trees, approximately 20 … 40 cm tall, they will be
ready for planting out.They need to be planted in a suitable location that will allow the trees
to grow to their full size so choose the location accordingly and ensure you have the
landowner•s permission.

Looking after your trees when they are planted

Small trees tend to grow well when they are transplanted at a young age. Just ensure they have a weed free area around the
base. Using some form of mulch around the tree will help to suppress weeds and retains moisture within the soil. Old carpet,
grass clippings and bark chips are a number of the options. In some locations, primarily rural ones, it may be necessary to use
trees guards to protect against browsing rabbits or deer.

What else to do with your trees!

If you don•t have a suitable place to plant your trees how about offering them to a local environmental project. Have a look on
the events page of the Tree For All website and find a project local to you, but make sure you check with the organisers first
before turning up with your trees! Alternatively how about selling them at a car boot sale or summer fair.The proceeds could
go to the Woodland Trust or Tree Aid, the charity that supports community tree planting projects in Africa.
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Further resources

www.treeforall.org.uk … Tree For All 

www.woodland-trust.org.uk/hedge … Hedge and copse packs and seed kits 

www.native-tree-shop.com … Purchase native trees 

www.treecouncil.org.uk … The Tree Council Good Seed Guide 

www.british-trees.com … Further details on tree identification

www.btcv.org.uk … British Trust for Conservation Volunteers

www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces … BBC Breathing Places

www.treeaid.org.uk … Tree Aid 

Beech Beech leaves Beech nuts

Alder Alder leaves Alder seed cones

Hazel Hazel leaves Hazel nuts
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Oak Oak leaves Acorn

Scots pine Scots pine needles Scots pine cones

Silver birch Silver birch leaves Silver birch seed

Sweet chestnut Sweet chestnut leaves Sweet chestnuts
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