
Hainault Forest Country Park
General information leaflet

GETTING THERE

Hainault is situated in an urban fringe with residential areas adjoining the site to the
west and a golf course to the east and south.It is eight miles from the M25 and four
miles from the M11,and is,consequently,a popular destination for visitors from a
wide area.

Travelling by public transport:Take the underground (Central Line) to Hainault
station,then travel by bus 247 (to Romford) or main line train to Romford station.
Then,take bus 247 (to Barkingside).

Wheelchair accessis available opposite New North Road to the lake,car park,
cafe,and visitor’s centre.Access is also provided round the lake from the first car
park.Both toilets have facilities for the disabled.
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WELCOME TO HAINAULT FOREST 
COUNTRY PARK

Since 1906, Hainault Forest
Country Park has provided

a breath of
fresh air for
a vast

number of
people from

London and
Essex. However, the

Forest seen today is
only a fragment of the Great Forest of
Essex and Waltham. A public opening
ceremony was held at Cabin Hill on 
21 July 1906 at which Earl Carrington,
president of the board of agriculture,
dedicated Hainault Forest to the public
forever. He proclaimed it would “make a
magnificent playground for the people of
London”. Several thousand people
attended the ceremony and were
entertained by the Parks band. In July
2006 our Centenary was celebrated by
the local community and a full afternoon
of activities and displays was held for
visitors to enjoy.The new Earl Carrington
and John Buxton re-dedicated the Forest
and personally thanked the Redbridge
Music School for providing a centre stage
of wind and string instrument music and
for attending the Centenary.Various local
dignitaries attended the celebration and
refreshments were provided by the
Woodland Trust to celebrate the
Centenary in style.

GREEN FLAG STATUS

In 2006 the Civic Trust  awarded

Hainault Forest Country Park the

prestigious Green Flag Award Status for

2006/7.This scheme sets the standard for

Parks and Green Spaces across England

and Wales. Managed by the Civic Trust on

behalf of the Green Flag Advisory Board

and supported by English Heritage we

have achieved this award by providing

and maintaining excellent services and

activities for all visitors.

WOODLAND

The woodland within Hainault Forest

Country Park is a Site of Special Scientific

Interest and is home to many rare

species of insects, plants, fungi, birds and

mammals.The most important wildlife

habitats found at Hainault are the areas

of ancient oak trees and pollarded

hornbeam. Many of these trees are over

300 years old with some in excess of 500

years and are the home of internationally

rare beetles and fungi. Management by

London Borough of Redbridge and the

Woodland Trust has also sought to

restore former grassland and heath areas

within what had been a more open

forest.This work has helped restore

some of the rich diversity of habitats and

the flora and fauna that they support.

Where to go at Hainault Forest Country Park . . .

LAKE

The lake has a
large wildlife
area with bird

feeding platform
making the area

home to a large
selection of birds. Fishing

is only permitted during the day and tickets
must be purchased from the bailiff on duty.
Anglers must respect wildlife and not
discard any line or hooks. (Barbed hooks
are not permitted).An assortment of
species of fish are stocked and include,
bream, roach, perch and small carp.

FOXBURROWS RARE BREEDS 
FARM/CHILDRENS ZOO

Foxburrows Farm has been in existence
since the 1850s when most of the land was
under cultivation.Today the farm not only
conserves rare breeds and species of native
birds and mammals, but also provides a vital
source of information, education and
enjoyment for all.

VISITOR CENTRE

The London Borough of Redbridge Mayor
officially opened the Visitor Centre on 
28 October 2000.We welcome visits to
the shop where you can purchase
reasonably priced souvenirs.
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Seasonal Farm opening times:
April / September 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. October / March 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.
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